
Their Eyes Were Watching God    Dialogue Journal DUE: APRIL 12TH 
AP Literature and Composition 

Passages: 
During reading, you will maintain a dialogue journal for significant passages and your responses to these 
passages.  Passages should be included for their demonstration of any of the following: 

• Strong syntax usage, particularly the rhetorical devices we’ll study  
• Strong imagery  
• Themes 
• Presence or absence of voice 
• Perplexing incidents 

Responses: 
Your responses to the passages should use close-reading skills to reflect on the basic AP-style questions: 

• What?  (e.g. What devices, diction, schemes and tropes do you see in the passage?  Embed quoted 
details in your response.)  

• How?  (e.g. How do those details create meaning in the text?  How else is that meaning supported
—by what other images, diction, syntax, etc.?)   

• Why? (e.g. Why is that idea important?  How is it represented in other parts of the text?  Why is 
that motif or theme significant?) 

Close Reading/Passage Analysis Steps: 
Specifically, we will be learning and using the following steps in class, but you should try to identify the 
important elements in your initial responses: 

1. Categorize the diction. 

2. Identify the sensory details and consider what senses they engage; what meaning do they 
communicate? 

3. Categorize the imagery; look for repetitions or extensions of images.  What meaning do they 
suggest? 

4. Characterize the language (i.e. formal, clinical, jargon, colloquial, etc.); what’s the point? 

5. Identify syntactical patterns (i.e. schemes) and analyze their purpose 

6. Identify tropes (i.e. figures of speech) and analyze their purpose 

7. Consider how any of the steps above develop themes or motifs:  what is so significant about 
this passage?  Only discuss these steps and devices that suggest a purposeful theme or pattern 
worthy of analysis. 

Requirements: 
You must have on average at least one passage per chapter in your dialogue journal (i.e. some chapters 
may elicit more passages than others; have ten for the first half of the book).  You will transcribe the 
passage (using proper citation format) on one side of the paper, and then write your analysis or 
reflection on the passage’s significance on the other side of the paper.  If you find two passages that 
address or continue a similar image, then you may pair them together with ONE thorough response 
that embeds evidence from both passages.  If you do so, you must write at least 5 responses in total for 
the ten chapters.   

You will turn in a total of 20 passages by the end, but your dialogue journal will be checked periodically 
during the reading assignments.  So, make sure you keep up with the assignment and not leave it for the 
end. 


